
GRANTS PROGRAM

COMMUNITY GREEN

FALL 2023 CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

Deeply Rooted is a community-academic collaborative that uses the healing power of 
nature to promote health and wellbeing in Black and Brown Philadelphia neighborhoods. 
Deeply Rooted is led by the Penn Urban Health Lab along with our lead partners Southwest 
CDC, ACHIEVEability, Sister Clara Muhammad CDC, Community of Compassion CDC, and 
Boost CDC, and other community organizations in West and Southwest Philadelphia. 

We are currently accepting proposals for the Community Green Grants Program, 
designed to support residents and leaders in coming together to care for, celebrate in 
and appreciate the nature in our communities. Youth-focused programming will be 
prioritized, all other applications will be considered.

PROPOSAL GUIDELINES

Proposals should be in one of the following areas related 
to greenspace or nature: 

 Innovation: Creative ways to connect community 
to green space including through wellness, 
education, art, exploration, and more.

 Improvement: Enhance, clean and/or beautify 
community green spaces such as gardens, parks, 
vacant lots, streets.

 Organizing: Strategic awareness raising, 
action and coalition building to address local 
environmental justice issues. Examples: organizing 
Know Your Rights workshops on gardening on city-
owned land or leading a march to advocate for 
more park maintenance.

 Entrepreneurship: The expansion of commercial and 
retail concepts and business that intersect with nature 
(i.e. the production of herbal teas/tinctures/salves, 
landscaping design, florists, seed keeping, etc.)

Turn over for more information

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
Applicants can be individuals or 
community-based organizations or 
groups and must be located in West  
or Southwest Philadelphia. 

A maximum of one application per 
organization/individual can be 
submitted for review. 

SELECTION CRITERIA 
 Community leaders and Urban Health 
Lab staff will evaluate proposals based 
on the following criteria: 
•       How well does the proposal meet 

the goals of Deeply Rooted as laid 
out in RFP?

•       Impact: How will the community 
benefit from the proposal?

•       Creativity: Is this a unique, 
innovative, and thoughtful proposal? 

•       Feasibility: Is the proposal doable 
in 6-12 months and is the budget 
appropriate?

Join a virtual info session to learn more about Community Green Grants on Sept. 20, 2023 from 5-6pm. 

Info session link: www.bit.ly/greengrants2023zoom | Meeting ID: 933 4162 2340 | Call-in #: 309 205 3325

benefit one of eight  Deeply Rooted communities: 
Proposed grant activities and programs must directly

Kingsessing, Paschall, Elmwood, Cobbs Creek, Haddington, 
Mill Creek, Carroll Park, or Belmont. Priority will be given to 
applicants located within these neighborhoods.



HOW TO APPLY
OPTION 1: Complete your application at www.bit.ly/deeplyrootedgreengrantsfall23.  

You can scan the QR code to access the application. 

OPTION 2: Utilizing the proposal template below, email your responses to  
DeeplyRooted@pennmedicine.upenn.edu. Be sure to complete ALL information.  
Please note “Deeply Rooted Grant” in the subject line.

Questions about the application process? Email DeeplyRooted@pennmedicine.upenn.edu.

PROPOSAL TEMPLATE: 
Please note: There is a 200-word count per section 

•       Applicant information: name, address, phone number, email address, social media handle  
(if applicable), EIN number (if applicable)

•       Tell us a little about yourself and/or your organization.

•       Focus area (select one): innovation, improvement, organizing, or entrepreneurship

•       Proposal description including the following information: 
•      Describe your program, activity or event and the neighborhood it will take place in.

•       How many times will it happen (once, weekly, monthly, etc)?

•       Who is this event for? (mothers, artists, children, disabled people, people that live near Market St., 
veterans, everyone, etc.)

•      How many people do you plan to reach?

•      Why is your proposal important for your community?

•       Tell about your connection to nature.

•     Timeline: provide key dates in the execution of your proposal 

•     An itemized budget: provide a detailed overview of how you plan to utilize funding

•       The maximum amount will be $3000 for organizations and $600 for individuals. The maximum 
amount is reserved for select submissions where the proposal is especially compelling, interesting, 
and well presented. 

DEADLINE 
The application deadline is October 6th at 5pm. Grants will be announced by November 10, 2023. All 
proposal activities must be completed by June 2024. You will receive confirmation that your application 
was received. An application must be complete to be considered for review.

WHAT TO EXPECT IF AWARDED A GREEN GRANT
•       Communicate with Deeply Rooted staff about your proposal execution

•       Deeply Rooted team members will help promote and may attend activities related to your proposal 

•       Complete a brief summary of your proposal execution at the end of the grant period

•       You may be asked to talk with others about your activity and the grant process

COMMUNITY GREEN GRANTS PROGRAM

FALL 2023 CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

Deeply Rooted is a joint effort between Penn Medicine and Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
led by the Penn Urban Health Lab. PHS is the strategic greening intervention partner.


